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Portmoak Community Council 
Minutes of Meeting of Community Council 

 Tuesday 11 October 2022, 1930 – 2100hrs 
Meeting in-person, at Portmoak Village Hall  

 
 
 

1. Attendance: WCllr W Robertson; Cllrs AMiller (Chair), ADavidson (Treasurer), DMorris (Vice-Chair), SMcGregor 

(Secretary), DPaterson, KDonaldson, and one Member of Public. 

Apologies: WCllrs RWatters, DCuthbert, NFreshwater 

 

2. Comments and Approval of previous Minutes from PCC meeting of 13 Sep 2022 
Approved. Proposed: ADavidson. Seconded: KDonaldson 

 
3. Matters arising from Previous Minutes:  

Item 1 Kinross-shire Local Committee update: DMorris had attended recent meetings, and the general consensus 
is the local Community Councils are favour for the KLC to continue. WCllr WRobertson had received the comment 
that there was a need to focus on items that matter to Kinross-shire, and agreed with the comments made about 
the agenda; he was keen to create a KLC is accomplishing positive outcomes for the area and avoid a “talking 
shop”. In a meeting with senior members of PKC WCllr WRobertson had provided some outcomes to improve 
reporting from PKC Officers. It was proposed that the KLC should meet every 3months (quarterly), rather than 
every 8 weeks, and PKC Officers agreed this was more manageable. WCllr WRobertson had received a suggestion 
from a Member of Public that heat building in Loch Leven could be used to power a Community owned heat 
exchanger with benefits to the community, such as e.g. free heating for Community spaces or the swimming pool, 
and the report would be used to make an assessment of the possibilities. On Road Safety, PCC (and other CCs) are 
to be forwarded a list of proposed road projects affecting their Community Council area. WCllr WRobertson would 
like to have the project lists prioritised by the local CCs. On delays and frustrations with the KLC, WCllr 
WRobertson felt there had been teething issues and the Summer holidays had slowed things slightly in last few 
months. In advance of the Feb2023 meeting a report should be available for the Phosphate issue as requested to 
be raised to KLC at the Sept22 PCC meeting.  On the KLC pilot scheme WCllr WRobertson did not see the KLC being 
stopped after the initial 12 months, though he conceded that not all Officers at PKC are enthusiastic about the set-
up. WCllr WRobertson felt that Kinross-shire was an unusual locale in that local Communities and Community 
Councils seemed to work together more than other locales in Perth & Kinross. This may be geographical, and the 
nature of the population profile: a lot of skilled experienced people, some retired, with the time and experience to 
focus on projects and achieve outcomes. 
 
Item 2 Road Safety Action Update: at the Sep22 PCC meeting the Chair had requested that the WCllrs report back 
on the status of the projects that have been requested by PCC to date. WCllr WRobertson agreed there were 
delays but highlighted the current situation at PKC where Officers are having to spend time formally adopting and 
finalising the special reduced speed limit areas created during the pandemic under relaxed procedural powers 
granted during the pandemic. Once these are finalised Officers will address requested projects as prioritised by 
the KLC. The Chair requested an estimated date for this and WCllr WRobertson thought early-2023. Cllr DMorris 
asked about the project priority list, and how this would fit with the A911 route plan. WRobertson suggested it 
would be a list of actual items (projects), that both PCC and members of the public have requested, and PCC would 
be asked to prioritise this list. Cllr DMorris thought that direct requests should be routed through PCC, but WCllr 
WRobertson felt that direct public requests  shouldn’t be stifled and these should also be considered. The Chair 
reiterated a previous request to have the costings for each potential project e.g. cost of road tables, or pedestrian 
crossings, as this type of information is needed to prioritise and make decisions. Speed restricted areas seemed to 
make little difference to speed of traffic without enforcement and so mitigation measures are likely to be more 
effective, however, it is necessary to know costs to make good decisions to this end and in tandem with the other 
projects like the Scotlandwell – Church path, which would need crossing points and possibly other speed 
mitigation elements. 
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Cllr DMorris had heard local concern that the CC had not achieved much, he suggested that PCC makes many 
suggestions to PKC but other initiatives are rolled out without any consultation. Cllr SMcGregor suggested that 
while projects may be slow to move forward, every month the Community Council afforded local people a chance 
to hear and bring ideas, contribute to discussions and have the collective view represented; representation is key 
and Community engagement is important, notable members of the public attend meetings every month, but more 
Community involvement would be beneficial.  
 
Item 3  Scotlandwell to Portmoak Church Path: Meeting attendees disagreed briefly about the history of this 
project which indicated there had at stages been mismatched expectations by Community Council and PKC, as to 
the next steps each party should take. It was agreed, however, that the Chair and Cllr DMorris had done a great 
deal in the last months to move the project forward. The Chair stated he genuinely believed the path to be a 
deliverable project. As a path route has now been decided the next step is to deliver a feasibility study. The best 
route also seems to correlate to the cheapest option to deliver, though there may be an issue with land 
ownership. PCC felt that the path section nearest to the Church should hopefully not present significant difficulties 
in obtaining landowner permission, but that the lower section to Scotlandwell may be more problematic to deliver 
as the landowner has historically proved difficult to communicate with.  PCC suggested that compulsory purchase 
powers may ultimately require to be examined to deliver this much needed Community route. WCllr WRoberton 
explained that while the Council have powers to use Comp purchase, the legislation is not well written, and it is 
difficult to use. It was concurred that Landowner agreement should be sought / attempted in the first instance and 
a combined letter from both PCC and PKC may be effective. WCllr WRobertson suggested that Nick Mainprize 
should be approached to identify if TRACKS would consider taking on this project. WCllr WRobertson suggested 
that PCC should commence looking for sources for funding for the feasibility study. WRobertson suggested 
TRACKS receive no funds for such studies and PCC should look for funding sources such as the CIF and the 
Westfield Paths Project. PCC members were surprised at the suggestions which seemed to enable / require them 
to proceed the project with minimum input from PKC, and agreed a step-by-step or “how-to” approach this type 
of project would be helpful. WCllr WRobertson suggested map would be: 1. Identify a route 2. Obtain landowner 
consent 3. Identify engineering requirements / feasibility study 4. Engage Nick Mainprize & TRACKS 5. Apply for 
and obtain planning permissions 6. Obtain funding and building path. 
 
Item 4: Play facilities at Scotlandwell Green: WCllr WRobertson had no further update. ACTION: Secretary to 
contact parks at PKC to ask for likely update 
 
Item 5: Phosphate addition to drinking water within Loch Leven catchment area:  Loch Leven is being 
significantly  impacted by annual algal blooms caused by increasing phosphate and other nutrient loading levels in 
the loch. The source loading and addition of Phosphate to all domestic water supplies by Scottish Water is a 
significant issue and contributor, and clearly presents problems in reaching SEPA discharge compliance levels.  
There had been agreement at Sep22 PCC meeting to request SEPA and Scottish Water to attend meeting with KLC 
and WCllrs. In terms of phosphate input to Loch Leven, ever increasing development and new housing is a big 
issue and it is agreed that the main treatment plants at Kinross and Milnathort are struggling with the combined 
effluent treatment from drainage particularly with ever increasing flood events. WCllr WRobertson highlighted 
that SEPA monitor Scottish Water discharge in relation to effluent going into the loch. Scot Gov need to instruct 
SEPA to be stricter on licensing to Scottish Water and increase investment for central sewage systems to remove 
excess flood water from overwhelming the existing treatment system and essentially permitting untreated 
effluent to enter the Loch during flood events.  This appears to be largely ignored by the regulators. WCllr 
Robertson had written to Marian McCallan on this issue. Cllr DMorris referenced the 1990s when Loch Leven was 
recognised as having a phosphate problem, and a lot of discussion about improving the sewage system, concerns 
about agricultural additions and soil ploughing / agricultural practices was mentioned at that time. WCllr 
WRobertson did not think this was as big a concern as the current sewage and effluent treatment issues.  
 
Item 6: Community Investment Fund, open for applications until Friday 04/11/22: Secretary had posted the links 
to the Portmoak Community Facebook page. More info. and application forms can be found at 
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/20535/Community-Investment-Fund  or email: CIF@pkc.gov.uk or call 0345 30 
111 00. Over £35K is available for Kinross-shire community projects, so local groups are encouraged to apply. 
 

4. New Matters arising:   none 
5. Reports: 

https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/20535/Community-Investment-Fund
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a. Police Reports: nothing to report. 
b. Planning 

(1) New Applications:   
(a) 22/01589/FLL Alterations and extension to outbuilding to form ancillary accommodation 

at Hill Cottage Main Street Kinnesswood Kinross KY13 9HN 
Last Date for Public Comment: Fri 28 Oct 2022 
No comment from PCC 

 
(2) Existing Applications 

 
(a) 22/01191/FLL | Erection of 16 dwellinghouses (3 with detached garages, one with detached 
garage/ancillary accommodation), formation of 6 plots for affordable dwellinghouses, formation of 
SUDS pond, landscaping and associated works on Land 100 Metres South East Of Cragton Villa Rost 
Gardens Scotlandwell 
 
The Chair had read and presented comment on the supplementary SEPA objection concerning the 
inadequacy of the submitted flood risk assessment at the site.  SEPA also reiterated that their 
requested Peat Management Plan and Mitigation report had not yet been provided, an consequently 
they maintained their position of a holding objection. There was no further information provided on 
the Affordable Housing allocation, but it was commonly stated that this proposed ‘pilot’ process must 
have inevitably become less ‘affordable’ due to the current financial crisis and increase in mortgage 
rates, making fundamental affordability of a self-build home more questionable. PCC were keen to 
know when Planning Officer will make a decision, as the application remained lacking in fundamental 
detail and appeared to be well outwith normal planning decision timeframes.  WCllr WRobertson said 
the Planning Officer will not make a decision until all the Consultee info. is in place.  
ACTION: PCC to wait for Planning Officer decision and appeal to Committee as required.  
 

(3) Planning Decisions 
(a) Progress with Developments: Westfield Community Liaison Committee: KDonaldson had 

provided info. and photos of the excavation work that had been done to date. There have 
been high volumes of traffic and heavy vehicles on local roads. PKC have not yet provided 
proposals for signage as requested by WCllr NFreshwater, but white lining has been done on 
the Hargreaves road on the Fife side.  
 

(b) Westfield Paths Feasibility Study: Cllr DMorris provided an update: no meeting was held in 
Sept22, a new meeting date had been set for 14/11/22 in-person meeting. There was 
confirmation that there are in fact 3 places available to attend for members of each 
Community Council. Final report is available in paper copy, in triplicate, 2 copies to go to PCC 
and one for the WCllr champion. Hargreaves look as if they are prepared to go into 
implementation phase of paths. There is some sensitivity, as no landowners have been 
consulted on the routes that have been proposed. A majority of the paths are in in Fife. The 
idea is to have a Westfield- Benarty system of paths and a circular path around Benarty, and a 
link to the LLHT. DMorris suggested a project manager would be ideally needed to push paths 
project forward, and Hargreaves could put some money to such a resource. ACTION: DMorris 
to attend 14/11/22 meeting and advise back to PCC. 
 

6. Paths Group update: Volunteers have been busy clearing overgrown sections of the MBW including at the 

top of The Cobbles and the section down to the gate by Suilven. Signage around here has also been upgraded. 
Work continues on various paths through Stephen’s field as the growing season seems to extend into October 
now - an indicator of climate change on our doorstep. A final cut of the Peat Loan from Grahamstone track to 
Portmoak Moss is planned for mid October assisted by the PKC Ranger and his flail machine. He also hopes to do 
the Dryside Road path. PCC Treasurer has submitted an invoice for our annual grant of £150 from PKC 
Community Greenspace to cover the cost of materials. Additionally, we have submitted an equipment order for 
more tools - again provided by PKC. More volunteers are needed to help keep our paths clear - all training and 
tools are provided. If interested please contact Anne on 07547 457046.  
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7. Treasurer CC Accounts: the Treasurer reported no change since last month 

 
8. Ward Councillors’ Reports: WCllr WRobertson had received complaints about drains in Scotlandwell needing 

cleared of grit and sand and he had reported this. On the project to build a path from Lochend Farm Shop to join the  
LLHT, this had commenced, but had been stopped due to complaint by Landowner objecting to the path crossing a 
small portion of their land. WCllr WRobertson had spoken to Dave Stubbs on the matter. 
  

9. Matters notified to the Secretary: nothing further 
10. AOB:  

Sale of Kinnesswood Village Shop: A Member of the public highlighted the sale of the Kinnesswood village shop. 
There was concern again, as previously in late-2019, that it is likely once sold the shop will be made into a 
residential property leaving Kinnesswood without a local shop. PCC were asked for their opinion on the matter and 
if the Kinnesswood Development Trust would consider becoming involved in the creation of a Community Shop? 
The Secretary had been involved in the Steering Group (SG) in late 2019, early 2020, following a public meeting 
regarding running a Community Shop, but assessment of accounts had not shown a strong business case for the 
shop unless purchased outright and run 50% by a team of volunteers, and this required funding and people or an 
organisation to be committed enough to coordinate a team of volunteers to run and stock the shop. The SG report 
had been circulated to registered interested parties in 2019. The members of the SG had not been able to commit to 
running such a project. Cllr DMorris was not able to vouch for the ability of the Kinnesswood Development Trust to 
become involved in the project. The Chair commented that unless there was a local ‘group’ consensus and strong 
case for a Community Purchase for shop retention, it was likely that the shop could be sold and a change of use 
implemented. 

 
11.  Next Meeting and PCC AGM: 7.30pm Tuesday, 8 November 2022,  (Online) 
12.  Chair closed meeting at 2130hrs 


